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Message from the City Manager
  Happy Summer! We have many exciting 
projects going on at City Hall, ones that will help to 
provide convenience, quality of life, and excellent 
customer service to out citizens. 
 Beginning in mid-summer, we will implement 
a new live-streaming service for our City Council 
and Planning and Zoning Meetings. While we have 
been live streaming these meetings for a while on 
social media, the new service will provide for a much 
improved audio/visual experience. In addition to 
higher quality, the archived videos will be time-
stamped by agenda item, allowing the viewer to skip 
straight to a particular item if they choose. The new 
equipment will be installed in the coming weeks, 
with the new system streaming shortly thereafter. 
In the meantime, we will continue to stream those 
meetings on the City’s Facebook page. Once the new 
system is up and running, an announcement will be 
made on social media and the City website. 
 We are also continuing to add new amenities 
in neighborhoods all across Waxahachie, many of 
which are in our parks. The new Little Creek Hike 
and Bike Trail is currently under construction, and 
the first phase of work mostly in Chapman Park, is 
scheduled to be completed in late August. When all 
phases of this project are complete, this trail will span 
to Farley Street and Brown-Singleton Park. We are 
also continuing to make significant improvements 
to Lee Penn Park. Those improvements include a 
new grass football field with irrigation and new 

lighting, basketball court lighting, new restroom, and 
complete renovation of the small baseball field. These 
upgrades are in addition to the new pavilion, parking 
lot, and playground which were all completed just 
over a year ago. Prior to that, a new walking trail was 
added to Penn Park. 
 We are also excited about out Hachie Hearts 
public art project. These hearts were all sponsored by 
local businesses, which contracted with local artists 
to create these wonderful one-of-a-kind works that 
add even more charm and culture to our City.
 There are also plenty of opportunities to have 
fun this summer in Waxahachie without even leaving 
town! Splash pads are open at George Brown Plaza 
and Matthew’s Park, and the pool at Penn Park is 
open. Many of the parks now have shade structures 
covering the playground equipment, which is a 
welcome improvement in the Texas heat. 
 We are also gearing up for the Annual Crape 
Myrtle Festival on July 3-4. Full details are listed inside 
this newsletter, including the location moving back 
to Lumpkins Stadium this year. It will be two days of 
blooms, live music, food, fun, and the best parade in 
Texas.    
 I wish each of you a fun, safe and relaxing 
summer, and thank you for helping us make 
Waxahachie a wonderful place to live!

Michael Scott
City Manager

A Guide to the #HachieHearts

“Hearticulture”
Artists: Michael Poston and Jenny Galbrath

Sponsored by: 
Daymark Living and Poston Gardens

“Hollywood, Texas”
Artists: Leah Lawless-Smith, Candace Faber, 

Steve Miller and Mike Duncan
Sponsored by:  Ellis County Art Association

“Land of the Free”
Artist: Gerald Spriggs 

Sponsored by: 
Wayne Boze Funeral Home

“All-American City”
Artist: Julie Law

Sponsored by: 
Onsite Construction

“Our Town ”
Artists: Julie Law

Sponsored by: 
KBEC

“Here Comes the Sun”
Artist: Leah Smith-Lawless

Sponsored by: 
The Waxahachie Sun

“High Cotton in Hachie”
Artist: Damion Brooker 

Sponsored by: 
Waxahachie Chamber of Commerce

“Crape Myrtle Capital”
Artist: Julie Law

Sponsored by: 
Town Square Title

“Emotions”
Artist: Leah Smith-Lawless

Sponsored by: 
Boze Mitchell Mckibbin Funeral Home

Waxahachie:
A Place in Your Heart

 Over the past several months, the hearts below 
have been added to the downtown area. The hearts 
are part of the “Waxahachie: A Place in Your Heart, 
Texas” campaign. The hearts are all sponsored by local 
businesses, who contract with local artists to create 
these one-of-a-kind works of public art. 
 An online interactive map is being developed 
that includes the information on each heart, including 
the locations. Once the map is completed, it will be 
posted on the City’s Facebook page.
 More hearts could be added in the future in 
other locations across town. For more information on 
the Hachie Hearts, please call 469-309-4012.
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The summer and pool 
season has arrived. 
Owning a pool requires 
maintenance which can 
include draining the pool. 
There are rules when it 
comes to draining a pool 
in order to preserve the environment. This is because 
they contain pollutants such as chlorides, suspended and 
dissolved solids, and differing pH which can be harmful 
to the aquatic life. In order to drain the swimming pool 
water safely, the chlorine should be reduced to levels less 
than 0.1 mg/L and poured through grass.  It is important 
to keep in mind that anything that enters a storm 
drain goes into the lakes and creeks. Illegally releasing 
chlorinated pool water or salt water can result in fines. 
Prior to the swimming pool discharges, contact the city 
code enforcement to notify that the pool has been de-
chlorinated. Please contact pspeaks@waxahachie.com 
with an email subject “Pool Discharge”. Help protect 
Waxahachie’s waters the next time you drain your pool.

Swimming Pool Discharge:
Dos and Don’ts

What can be recycled?
 Newspapers, office paper, and magazines can be 
recycled unless it is wet or has been wet. Food cardboard 
boxes, such as cereal boxes, are included. Corrugated 
boxes, such as pizza boxes, and large glued boxes are NOT 
accepted.                                                      
 Plastic bottles or other plastics with a #1, #2, #3, 
#4, #5, and #7 can also be recycled. The cap should be 
removed, and the bottle should be flattened and rinsed if 
possible.           Aluminum cans are accepted. They should 
be flattened if possible. Aerosol cans, paint cans, foil, pie 
tins, and aluminum siding is NOT accepted.                                                       
 Glass bottles and jars of all colors are accepted. 
They should be drained completely with the lid off. Labels 
may remain on the glass. Light bulbs, drinking glasses, 
window glass, mirrors, auto glass, tempered glass, and 
ceramic containers are NOT accepted.                                                       
 If you have any questions regarding recycling, 
please call Waste Connections, Inc. at 972-775-5163. 

Recycling 101: Your Guide

 Join the city of Waxahachie for a flower-filled 4th 
of July celebration with crape myrtles in full bloom during 
the 22nd Annual Crape Myrtle Festival and Parade.   The 
theme for this year’s festival is Pink Petals & Patriotism.    
 The celebration will begin on Tuesday, July 3, at 5 
p.m. with a Tailgate Party at Lumpkins Stadium Parking 
Lot located at 600 Indian Dr.  Madness Entertainment 
will entertain the crowd before the concert and teach 
moves to some of the newest dance craze songs.
 This year, guests will enjoy a concert by A Hard 
Night’s Day – Beatles Tribute at 7:30 p.m.  Following the 
concert will be the spectacular H-E-B fireworks display at 
9:15 p.m.  
 The Kid Zone will offer FREE activities for the 
children to enjoy.  There will also be food vendors for 
families to purchase from in the Food Court.  
 Spectators are encouraged to tune their radio 
to KBEC 1390 during the fireworks show for a special 
broadcast of patriotic music.  Lawn chairs, blankets and 
coolers are allowed at Lumpkins Stadium Parking Lot; 
however, personal fireworks are prohibited.  
 On July 4, the celebration will continue at 10 a.m. 
with a parade sponsored by CNB of Texas.  The parade 
will start at College Street, head west on Main Street and 
end in Getzendaner Park.  
 After the parade, Remedy Church will host a 
Picnic in the Park in Getzendaner Park with free hotdogs, 
water, snow cones, old fashioned games and bounce 
house.  There will also be a “Wiffle Ball Home Run Derby” 
during the picnic.    
 In 1997, the Texas State Legislature designated 
Waxahachie as the “Crape Myrtle Capital of Texas.” Each 
summer, the city’s historic streets are lined with hundreds 
of beautiful crape myrtles in full bloom. 
 The Crape Myrtle Festival and Parade are FREE to 
the public.  Sponsors include:  H-E-B, Interbank, Carlisle 
Chevrolet, Cadillac, Buick, GMC, Baylor Scott & White 
Medical Center – Waxahachie, Crape Myrtle Council, 
Waxahachie Chamber of Commerce and the City of 
Waxahachie.   
 For more information on the festival, call 469-
309-4040 or visit www.waxahachiecvb.com.    

Crape Myrtle Festival
and Parade:

Pink Petals & Patriotism
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